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NEWSLETTER
Fall 2021
UPDATES: WHAT’S NEW
Museum Update:
Please join us in welcoming Shawn Lum, ECM’s incoming Museum Administrator. Born and
raised in California, she is passionate about local history and has spent her 20+ year career as a
museum professional in California. Shawn is a past president of the California Association of
Museums. She currently serves on the Board of the Alabama Hills Stewardship Group and
participates in the Lone Pine Civic Memory Working Group. Shawn moved to Lone Pine in 2018
to serve as the Executive Director of the Museum of Western Film History. Shawn spent over 30
years living on a working farm in Vacaville, CA, while working as executive director at Vacaville
Museum. She is an avid backpacker with a particular enthusiasm for the Sierra. She has been
hiking in the Eastern Sierra since she can remember lacing up her boots. She has summited Mt.
Whitney several times, including trips with all three of her adult children. In her free time she
explores other Eastern Sierra peaks, passes, cols and countless trails, hoping to someday teach
her grandchildren to love wilderness adventures as much as she does.
Also, if you live locally and would like to volunteer some time to Museum projects, please call
the Museum at 760-878-0364.
In this issue and other updates:
Since our last newsletter, there have been some Museum display changes and reorganizing,
bookstore updates, and near-finalization of the Jane Bright Memorial Rock Garden. In this issue,
we feature photographs of some of these. We hope you will be able to visit soon.
In the last issue, we asked for reader input on one of Mr. Schober’s expressions, “Gee
wrouchelems.” One of our readers suggested the expression is “Jerusalem!” This makes much
more sense than our best guess of “Gee whillikers!” Thanks, Ellen – you know who you are!
Finally, we have finished updating our membership software and, with it, our ability to email
newsletters and announcements. If you are receiving this newsletter via email and wish to revert
to a hard copy instead, please let us know. Conversely, if you are reading this as a hard copy and
wish to receive it via email, let us know. As a reminder, our newsletters are also posted on our
website. Our email: info@fecm.org.
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Jane Bright Memorial Rock Garden
The Jane Bright Memorial Rock Garden was inspired by Keith Bright (1915-2010), long-time
community leader and former Inyo County Supervisor. Keith’s vision was to increase awareness,
particularly in school-age children, of their physical surroundings by teaching about the wide
diversity of rocks exposed in Inyo County. Keith wished that the garden be a memorial to his
wife Jane (1920-2008), who was a geologist.
The Jane Bright Memorial Rock Garden features rock specimens collected throughout Inyo
County that represent over 1.7 billion years of geologic time. They are arranged according to
age. Inyo County is rich in mineral resources. There are specimens of metallic and nonmetallic
mineral commodities. There is also a kiosk with displays describing the nature of minerals and
rocks, a geologic map of Inyo County along with a description of the geology of Eastern Sierra
region, a discussion of geologic time, and a more general presentation of geologic history
featuring evolution of life on our planet.
The rock garden was designed and assembled by David Wagner, a long-time member of the
FECM Board of Trustees. Financial support came from generous donations to the Jane Bright
Memorial Fund and FECM. Donations of construction material from the Granite Rock Company
and the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power are greatly appreciated. The Environmental
Office of the Lone Pine Paiute-Shoshone Tribe provided graphic support for the displays which
is greatly appreciated. Volunteers, too numerous to mention individually here, assisted with
collecting specimens, construction of the garden, and general cleanup.
The garden is expected to be completed in October 2021.

Jane Bright
Courtesy of the
Bright Family

Rock
Garden
Courtesy of
Dave Wagner
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At the Museum
All photographs courtesy of the Eastern California Museum, these and more are now on display,
with the exception of Walter Starr’s last photograph, which is not yet on display.

A1230.1: One large rock broken into
two pieces containing three
petroglyphs of bighorn sheep. The
rock came from the Hanson Indian
Ranch in Panamint Valley. The
drawings are very clear, wellpreserved, and in excellent condition.
Loaned in 1962 by Dugan Hanson.

Walter Starr’s Last Photograph
1996.23.2: Framed photo of Lake
Ediza, Clyde Minaret, and Crest.
This photo was the last one taken by
Walter "Pete" Starr, Jr. before his
death climbing the Minarets in 1933.
Gift of Michael Eichorn.
Apparently, when Norman Clyde
found Pete Starr’s body, he also
found his camera, which contained
this last photograph.
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2021.11.1: Drawing of the third courthouse,
which was used from 1887-1923. It replaced
the second courthouse, which was destroyed
in the 1886 fire. The third courthouse was
deemed too small, and was demolished after
the fourth and current courthouse was
finished.

A506.1: Sign advertising the
toll rates for the road going
between the Owens Valley
and Deep Springs Valley via
Westgard Pass.
Gift from Mel Head in 1955.
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D.S.V. Toll Road Rates
Wagon and Two Horses
Each Additional Animal
Horse and Rider
Each Pack Animal
Loose Stock Each

$1.00
50 cts
25 cts
12½ cts
10 cts

Sheep, Goat, and Hog

5 cts

No accession number yet: Cross-section of
the Roosevelt Tree that stood for 107 years
in Big Pine. When it was cut down in 2020,
a slab was reserved for the museum by the
Big Pine Civic Club.

2020.9--Collection of Sierra Club Bulletins
from 1907-1963. Collected by John
Wedberg (1928-2019), a founding member
of the Sierra Peaks Section of the Angeles
Chapter of the Sierra Club.
Gift of Kurt Wedberg.
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Selections from the Museum Bookstore

Geology of the Sierra Nevada by Mary Hill
Panamint Shoshone Basketry: An American Art Form by Eva Slater
Mountains to Desert: Selected Readings by Friends of the ECM
Slim Princess T-Shirts and Hats
Heritage and Humble Pie by Inyo County Sesquicentennial Committee
Close Ups of the High Sierras by Norman Clyde

$26.95
$9.99
$4.99
$20.00
$4.99
$15.95

And many more books, custom notebooks ($13.99), tote bags ($12.99), magnets ($3.99), a CD of
the amazing music box that plays John Philip Sousa’s Stars and Stripes Forever ($6.99), and lots
of items to interest and engage children.
Members receive a 10% discount!
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FRIENDS OF THE EASTERN CALIFORNIA MUSEUM
FOUNDER’S PATIO ORDER FORM
Order your paving stone today and help us build for the future
Yes, I would like to order a paving stone for the Eastern California
Museum’s Founder’s Patio in the amount of:
___ $125 Friend

___ $250 Sponsor

___ $500 Patron

___ $1,000 Founder

I would like the paving stone to be engraved with the following inscription:

Each paving stone is 8” x 8” and can contain 5 lines of text with up to 16 characters per line
(spaces between words count as characters). The letters are ¾” tall.
THE EASTERN CALIFORNIA MUSEUM RESERVES THE RIGHT OF APPROVAL FOR ALL PROPOSED INSCRIPTIONS.

DATE:
DONOR NAME:
ADDRESS:
PHONE:
EMAIL:
Please return this form with payment to:

Friends of the Eastern California Museum
P.O. Box 33
Independence, CA 93526

You can also order and pay online at www.fecm.org, Support Us tab.
Questions? Write us at info@fecm.org.
THANK YOU!
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Join the Friends of the Eastern California Museum
The Friends of the Eastern California Museum work to promote, preserve and protect the important collections and memories
that make up Inyo County’s only regional museum. The Friends raise funds and contribute time and work to help maintain and
improve the Museum’s buildings and grounds. We support special exhibits and arrange for speakers, field trips, and programs that
inform and entertain Inyo County residents and visitors who come from far and near. We have partnered with the Carson and
Colorado group to display and promote the restored Slim Princess steam engine. We also provide funds to maintain the Museum’s
collections and enhance its permanent exhibits. Every March we hold our Annual Meeting, with a potluck dinner, silent auction
and guest speaker. We invite you to join with us to support the Museum. FECM is an all-volunteer 501(c)(3) nonprofit. Members
receive a newsletter, email invitations to special events, programs and field trips, and a 10% discount at the Museum Bookstore.

NAME

CITY

ADDRESS

STATE

ZIP CODE

PHONE

DATE _______________________

EMAIL ADDRESS

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS: The membership year begins on the date your membership dues are received.
□ INDIVIDUAL-$25 □ FAMILY-$40 □ CONTRIBUTING-$100 □ SUPPORTING-$150
□ BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION-$150 □ PATRON-$250 □ SUSTAINING-$500 □ BENEFACTOR-$1,000 & UP
Enclosed is my payment of $

Make checks payable to FECM; mail to FECM, PO Box 33, Independence CA 93526

You can also pay for your membership with a credit card at www.fecm.org. Select the Membership tab.

FRIENDS OF THE EASTERN
CALIFORNIA MUSEUM
P.O. BOX 33
INDEPENDENCE, CA 93526
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

